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The Latest Adventures of the Wonderful Cleek B y T > y HANSHEw 


vnlving 


t.L. I'll b« Jiggered"" trum- 
luted forth Mr. Narkom. 
whirling round In hts re- 
cti- ir "Whoever in 'hi* 
world would have thought— My hot 1 
YOU look like « drowned rn1. old 
chap " 

And 1 f**l lik" a pair of ihem. Mr 
Narkom. '' C1»*k answered with on* of 
bif= rue. big -boy tuns he. Telephone 
to Dollop* 1" trine in-- round a fresh 
supplv of i-lothm*. v. ill >»n. dear 
friend'' And it you hsv* anything m 
the ward rob* room g;u:i ran teed not to 
moke me look more of a L-uy than I 
<ln alreadv, trot II mil. plra^, in,l I'll 
l»ut V "n whil* I m w.iinr.g I think. 
I mav have as much if on* sovk sup- 
pr.it.. Hut* Mill dry— hut I wnn'1 
Bwtm t to it "' 

H->»' 'ii Ih* World did vou come t«- 
B et \',,ur*elf in stl'-h * Mnt.— queried 
the superintendent. a> h- taxis up 
exchange- and sat waiting for the con- 
nection, "Whet, von .'.iw the H"rm 
. omlrte "ti wpv or- earth didn't you 
imp Into a 'a\: r inrnelhing' ' 

•My dear Mr v.u;..n. that's fotin- 
thing vou ought i:o* to jfk — knowing 
me an you il.V V- replied I fotintl 
the flower* in the Kin tut tiK mem i .J ' ■ 
•lens alluring, and I •imll'd ""t for the 
purpose of batons * look at ttv-nt I 
didn't, however r-'hatl I confers that 
for once wh*n toy time was triy W« 
•Mtd there v. ■ r • b'nssom* all jHuMM 
in*. I never look»d at n solitary one. 
lut. inM'ad. wive my whole ,nt*ntion 
to a woman "'• 
• A woman ~ 

••yet. Tw.i of thrnt. tn tart Both 
rsvlshinc.lv lovely, hql each of a wide- 
tv different cl.iss One. the adorably 
h*aittiful 1,-dv Flivla Hamieihlr-. who 
•Hire w;t» to high in roval lavor and 
was such ti tain mi vision ai the 'est 
coronations— ** 

'Which *h» won t b* at tin* one." 
• upplertietited Mr Narkom. crisply "I 
h-ar It has he* n hm>ed t.. her Ui.it 
the will h* wl f - to fo r . her privi- 
lege .,nd Itiak. Illness a pretense for 
enforced 3 h».n.-e And I hear, too, lhat 
.he t* ns vlcious'y fjva;r ov<r it .if n 
riled ttgrct -. and would sh«»w 
r\\vf it she dsr-d Thoush. to 
«ure. .* If »!! hearsay ar.d thete nuy 

.<■■ he a word '-f truih ft it." 

"Oul'e ro But n, » t-rth- 'he faet 
remain* th^i 1 ntr het t • a the Ern- 
.•itinkment Gardent- 'hi* morninp — a 
place m> out of ina way and eo ut- 

erly .corn«d h> - what vou tnlcht call 


"I didn't. I set Inquiry afoot at 
once Naturally, I shrank from any 

pustilble publicity, any hint of the 
terrible Affair getting abroad, no t 
refrained from reporting it to the po- 
lice until I had tried all other mum. 
Meantime. 1 engaged the •ervtna of 
mote than a doien private detectives. 
They have discovered nothing." 

"To he sure. When you want to 
ratrh trout. Sir Purdon, It l* a waate 
of tune to halt your hook with worma. 
But. pardon me. Vou didn't come here 
for a Fermnn. of courae. no. If you 
will rive me the deta.Ha of the af- 
fairs while I am putting a few nec- 
ePFary Itnlshine touches to my toilet. 
■ • • Thanks very much. Now, if you 
plea»»-. how did this melancholy busi- 
i>eii» heiiin" Tell me alt ahout it. Tm 
listening.' 

"Weil, to tell you the truth, Mr 
Cleek. there I* nr.t very much to tell. 
It may he •..nil to begin, however, with 
the arrival nf the ring ai our estali- 
ilrnment yesterday— at which period 
we returned to their i tisiodtan auch 
other iian of ihe regalia, et cetera. 
st< we had ,'ilready hniphed working 
upon II wan unfortunate that It 
should hAVr arrived on th.it particular 
day. for. an you are no douht aware, 
y.-steruriy wis early-eloaing day In 
our auction of the Weal End; added to 
which I had an Important engagement 
for thai afternoon *?o. too, had my 
ton, We are entertaining. I,ady Mace 
and 1, ntilte a fair-sued houae party 
at my place in Blckley — a number of 
American friends who are over for 
ihe I'liT'-natlon — and yeaterday after- 
noon l-ady Mare was giving ,t garden 
party, ,it which, of course, both my 
wti .uid 1 simed to he present. gt>, 
.if- I hue paid, the arrival nf the 
t.:. vas most inopportune. 

■ I h.-.il just about made up my mtnd 
to lake ii home with me and keep li 
on my pernun until we should re- 
Fume hui.ir.f-- on the morrow, when 
st.irl.olt came to the rescue with a 
ivy h.ippy suggestion." 
■jitntooli- Who's her' 
"Ai pr<-n«*iit. foreman of the gem- 
-• 'trnt department. Roger Starbolt Is 
r ,I tiU came He is a voung man of eight 
,., no) twenty; single, and living with 
his aged mother at Blckley and about 
i niiSf and n half distant (rom my 
own residence. He hau been with me 
utr iiiue he wis a boy: Indeed, hi* 
jfTtliT wis with mv father up to the 
time I inherited the hualneea and I 
} irtifi htm In every way. 1 tell you 


j lion aaf which t am about to tell you 
I 1 rJi readily yielded to his suggestion 
and delivered the ring- over to hi* 


«»»in«| tW* Mr Cleek. so you may under- 
pin, ejert that •' !■ fair to Imagine „.i... ....,^. T .k nr n nA >i 

,he had a very derided re.n imn »W- * h '.". h ^ m J 1 .' 1 *. '. h / .^ op .°* 1 ; 
visiting |i — and 1 also saw- her de 
Iilfcerately address the other wornan 
• Wha- other woman"'' 
•The one I mentioned a» heme of ' cr 
titteriv different rUs» I don't: 
v,.ov h» i n-iine. hut 1 do know her I 

" : I ' r . n ; ".iTi 1 ' i-lvTio '"'""1 to take It off the premises even 

•merired fr- m . , oa>s to ^ ^ understands 

'= ^.'^".rn^Zv.t;^ 1 "^ panicle of ,h. manufacture of 


■Oho' H< 

>■. 1 Fee — 

'Nn you don't 


F lETei!e4 

ally 


that. did he? 


for h» did not 



twire with the for.1 who s rulntng 
h■m^e!f for her— .ird her dresses ar» 
the lis' word < t *m raits, her limousine 
an Arabian Nighi.v dream of sumptu- 
ous r-ngnificenr» and her lew-la 
■.ornet htr.g fahn!"t:F Vow. whether 
Ijldv Flavta Hamp-htre went to thti 



o 
o 


THE STOLEN RING 


o 
o 



fender bring them to her immediate- 
ly. Which, of course, I did— directing 
him to sit down in the office and wall 
while Starbolt went to get ihem." 

"Stirbolt there all this time?" 

"Yea — naturally We — that is, my 
son and 1 — were in the office talking 
to htm about the ring at the time of 
Captain Nlckerby-MeJch'a arrival. In- 
deed, at the nme. Siarbolt waa clear- 
ing off a Utile apace on one of the 
big tables for the purpose of bring- 
ing in the burnishing wheel and such 
other things as he ( would nead for 
the Job." 

•So that the captain earn what was 
going on: and— «r — questioned you 
about it. I suppose- 

"H* saw, hut he didn't question. He 
in far too well bred for that aort of 
thing. Mr rieek However. w« told 
him of Ihe circumstances; so he knew 
of courae." 

"About the arrival of th. ririB and 
— er— what Starbolt wns going ' to 
do 7" 

Yes But he didn't need ro he -old 
tthout the ring being expected to ar- 
rive that day. Everybody at mv home 
knew that it would come >■ soon as 
the other portions of ihe regalia were 
returned, and they all knew that thoe» 
had been delivered tn the custodian 


—nothing at all Neither has he. too, 
vanished. His failure to return sa he 
had promised doea not signify that. 
Indeed, he set out to do ao and would. 
In the ordinary course of events, have 
arrived to relieve Starbolt by a o.uar- 
i-r paft elx o'clock at ihe very lalest. 
a* he wa* journeying In hla own mo- 
tor and it i> a good and ipeedy one, 
but, unfortunately, he bad a severe 
breakdown while ha waa in a rather 
wild district and. after spending much 
time uselessly In endeavoring to re- 
pair the da ma ate be waa obliged to 
abandon the machine entirely ana 
Iwulk miles and miles before ha could 
find a telephone call office and com- 
municate with me When he did. it 
wan already after aeven o'clock ." 

"To he sure' To be aure! Go on, 
please Tour son telephoned you 
about hi* accident shortly after seven 
o'clock Suggest anything about Star- 
bolt's uncomfortable position, did heT" 
'Yes That was the main reason for 


- 1 

straightway on to keep his engage- 
ment at Lady Flavla Hampshire's but ' 
lor thai Hi* suggestion was that I , 
should go in person to relieve Star- 
holt and to take possession of the 
ring- as It was now too late to think 
of handing it "ver to the proper cut- 


before dropping off into tba same dead 
stupor as before 

"All that he could aay was that It 
waa In hla hand when laat he saw It; 
that- of a sudden, aomethlng that waa 
like a black cloth seemed to come be- 
fore hta eye*, and when tt paaaed. he 
found himself on the floor not know- 
ing when or how ha gtit there, but 
that hi* hand was now empty and the 
ring waa gone. No one had coma in 
—he wa* »ure of that: nor waa the 
ring to be found anywhere about the 
place— he waa sure of that too. All 
that he could remember from that 
point onward wa* that ha nearly 
went out of hla mind with horror at 
the lo»* of (he Jewel, that he waa 
seised with a wild desire to get to 
me and to tell ma of the thing as 
quickly as possible, and that under 
the Influence of that deaf re. he rushed 
out of the place, and got to Slckley 
and was making for my house when 
a crushing agony attacked hla head, 
the black cloth seemed to move across 
hi* eyea again and there waa nothing 
more from lhat time forth That'* 
■ 11. Mr Cleek. that's all." 

■I have every hope of reetoring It 
to you In abort order. Pardon" Clues'? 
ve«. certainly Within Ihe apace of 
the paal five minutes, you. yourself, 
have aupplied me with an abeolutely 
perfect one. Sir Purdon. The thief 1* 
not • 'professional.' Mr Narkora— hea 
a bungler" 
"But. my, dear Cleek. how on thi* 
th .- 


th- burnishing and tightening of the 
setting myself It won't take more 
than two or three hour* to do It. 
a n - 1 a. E m •■■ mother i,- eff visit mc for 
the rtav and won't he expecting me 
home until night, why not let me re- 
main here and fl*i the work, then al 
say five or si* o'clock, lei Mr Avery 


Km bank men t J*?}™ her.'-Averr ,s my son and ,,.n,or 

Mr rieek — 'motor up to 


an appointment or fhe was merely on 
»-ee wi- i« VI-- • >■ ..rouitntsoM in 
one ef the errand hotels bacKing upon 
>he In . the f»<-r remains that she spoke 
to thai woman and that I saw her 
tlo jo They met Jtist as I arrived at 
the p!a:e. and 1 had no more lhan 
roen her ladyship wnlk up io 'he 
wman mid address Her when down 
, .im- thai fury of a storm and set 

0- .e fvinu for ehetter Bin. I say! 
T'ifre's a ft »ed baihiub in thai ward- 
robe room. If f remember correctly, 

tf vou'lt excuse me. I ll pop in and 
. ■ i ve off a pr>.-s ii !- i old by havlnir 
., plunge and a brisk rub down nfter- 
wiird. and bv that froe. no ddul'ti Dol- 
lops will have turned up wuh some 
tlrv ei.it has ' 

The expectation was realised Well 
i. iihti the limits of the next half hour 
trrOinp. t.avi'd round to Mr. Narkoin's 
->«.ce iv h » full supply of dry gar- 
ments and left his master to array 
b-mse^f with r-istnmary ceterttv 

while he. himself nyted back home 
wi-h the wet ones. That was hfw It 
lappened that H-ei; came to be on 
the sr-ot at the verv Instant whet, 
rhi* ejtr.mrdltiarv case was brought 
.. the Yird 
It ,»me somewhat in the nature ot 

■ shoe'* lo h"» Mr. Nark-im suddenly 
r^oke V. s head into ihe iitntn and rip 
nt ttrvs'bleFi 1 f"' the lord's s^kc 

h- ;rr r win -o-i- Voti're wanted at 

•ne The rno*- trfernnl <-as#" Tb» 
« hot. irtrv «'ll rock with II if It 
:«i out Come as yon are! fonts at 
.nee*" 

Ti b. sine.' f,,,i rteek. jumping 
ip lm>»an[t1)'. th<rv nifh »he tnelal 
IFF of hl« lootlj. • ti.-U-tarkinc "it 
be oo,»r a - he edvanred. be made 
bfee tVirp M rifle* tn Ihe floor, paf*- 
■,l thr-.lich It aed fnintl li msclf in the 
irf.-enre of ,n .M'iIv gentleman 
en se cloth" h'- pen' i href -i lass 
.•toe and who- e perrecily-ni'ltic 

rlnve. ^Ugreited thai envlahie roc- 

■ n of hie wh,< b has If glove' 

, . I.. >r» ord' r tfid hv an enprtl band. 

•Mi .le^' <"•■* y ■ laid Mr Narko-t 
r >ingitig into the eery ct»t nt the 

i. t.t it on.e allow me to make vou 
aeima'.nted *"h .-'r I'u-d.ir Mice 
.. r. r.r memb'r of ihe great firm or 
I" T Jla-e *. Fop who wish's to se- 
imir « ri'i't ■ 'r rerretltm out a 

,, i ippeltmB robbery A jewel rnh- 
l,rr in be ex.>«'t " 

Mr Purdotl who lior* tiewlv-rtantea 
i -i ,-htbo .d wllh none ,.f »he snoo- 
l,i<hn*M of t»-e n>tia| tttel trades- 
t. in, ii.-lino»'tedc»'l fleek's t-n» Ptl.v. 
sini looked verv yen envr indeed 

vou tn»', P"> t>l> have heard." 
he md lM.1 fe. t .ifi of the crown 
iew-elt< irrrit'>tr.d to our < barge wa* the 

•..'» rinff ii oen \'\ '"TiarleF the Kirsf 

o., the ftit. "f hi'. lOtonilion at 

H.."r.-od m l""' » superb jewel 

, l-o^. ,1 of ..ne lata- !-■■• i ins'ilar 

• nhv siitro'indsd by eighteen glorious 
iliaaponde of th- rnreM waier and of 
nviceleM v»tue It .ante t.. us to be 
.l-nn«j nti'l luiltilshed and to have 
the ,-ur.tv -f the fltitts of the 
rortous atflbej carefully looked iiit" 
anil r'.'ihed if in any way defective 
There was. at besi. not three hour*' 
«*ork upon !'■ 'o that by lnd!»y we 

■ n„T,id have he-n in a position lo re- 
l„re it lo ihe.ruatodlan of the crown 
j. .. „'s ■„ perfect repair We cannot 

so now — indeed, tjoil help me! II 
in.iv be that we cannot do so ever. If 
you. who are our last hope should fall 
n s— for vesterd*y it utterly and com- 
I'M-ii rr,ni>hed. Mr Cleek, from the 
v-rv bands of 'he man who was en- 
e jged m p-lishlng tt at ihe time— 
a nil there is no clue to it* where- 
ubout* or to the thief who stole it in 

1- e discovered anywhere 


partner, 

town and get the ring from me, take 
it with his own hands to the custodian 
and deliver I' over to him In person, 
and by thai means you will not only 
hive the wnrk over an,] don* with, 
but will be rid of all anxiety and 
nil trouble of guarding il uniil to- 
morrow '.' " 

"You accepted ihe proposition, of 
course." 

■At once It certainly offered an 
e.i«y way out of the difficulty; and 
was douhly welcome in that my eon 
had to return to town and absent him- 
self from our guests in any case, aa 
h* was taking pan In I^ady Flavla 
Hampshire's private theatricals laat 
night." 

"In — ah*m' I see, I see So then 
Mr Avery Mace is on terms of friend- 
ly tntimary with Lady riavla Hamp- 
shire, is he. Plr Purdon % H'm! Do you 
— er— appro v» of that acquaintance, 
may 1 n«kT' 

"TO The fullest decree. Mr Oeek: I 

assume the remark la due ro those 
ihetn Ina He. those atrocious, those — er 
— damnable sunders which are being 
nitered broadcast with regard to the 
lady. Lei me tell you. sir, that there 
is not one word of trufh in them — 
not ope! That she no longer appear* 
|rj u nit in vulgarly termed The Smart 
Jiet is due not to any social oatra 
rtstn, bin to the fact thai in thes. 
days her ladyship i* devoting herself 
wholly to rescue work among the 
unfortunates of her own sex, and my 
son 1 nm proud to say. is one of her 
m,,:l devoted allies" 

*<>ho! That's It. is it ' Then perhaps 
that account* for — no matter Go on 
with the story, plea ae You concluded 
•, ,,-r.pr Roger Ptarholl's proposition 
with regard to the ring and — iben 
what' You and your son leave him 
there and go r ff tn I^dy Ma, - s trnrrlsn 
j>nrt» .'• 

"Noi immediatel> We ner* on the 
point of doing so. |o be sure, but our 
pUn* were interfered with by the 
sudden arrival of our gueat. Capt 
N" kerhv-Melch. nceornpa nt»rt by Fes- 

senden. our bntler They came " 

One moment, please ("apt NIC- 
! erhv -Meleh— the name has an attrac- 
tion of Its own Will the gentleman 
be. by any chance, tbsl Capt. Xlcker- 
by-Melch, once Major Tottenham's 
hett — who was disinherited for his 
wild extravagancies and who passed 
thr^'ifrh the bankruptcy court last 
year"** 

The very nam* He and my son 
were m Oxford together. They are 
great srood friends." 

-Hm' Yes' And he arrived. I think 
vou sa d. in company with vour boi- 
ler'" 

"Ah. bill we mtiM noi mis.iudge ihe 
. ti plain there. Mr Cleek Th,. ctreum- 
r-ianre if very easily explained The 
captain 'im' to pay me and my eon 
rhts most unexpected visit because he 
had ju*t received a wire from Major 
Tottenham calling him to hla aide 
with the promise of reinstating htm. 
and as he waa our guest, he felt that 
he could not go away without saying 
good-bye to u«, and we would not re- 
turn to Blckley before he wa* obliged 
to leave. As he did not know the 
wav to our place of business and had 
hut little time In whleh to catch his 
train, and as Teas* n dan waa obliged 
(0 come lo town Immediately he offer- 
ed to assist him by carrying his lug- 
gage and showing him the way" 

",Iu»t so But why did Fensenden 
•have to came to town Immediately.' 
Sir Purdon?" 

"Lady Mace sent htm to me in hot 
haste to say lhat In 'counting nosea, 


"Hum-m-m" By cad. that's serious ; a s the phrase goes, she had Just dla- 
Yeelerday. dn you aaV And you com* ,-fiy.red that, as ihe party would be 


1,-, the Yard about it only now— leav- 
ing the thief all night (n possession 
„r the thing and with no on* to make 
his getting oui of the counlry impos- 
sible- Why, in heaven's n«m» did you 
„o su. n a mad Ihlng as that- 


a large one. we should not have 
enough spoona. knives, and forks to 
go round by something more than a 
couple of dozen, and she would be 
grateful If I would allow her Ihe us* 
,.f some ' ui of stock.' and lei F>s- 



Cteek, lifting from among the collec- 
tion of silverware a circular tin uten- 
sil wllh a looped handle and a per- 
forated lid. "I mistook It at first for 
a pepper-pot. Gad. how It smells: 
Ever aee it before, Sir Purdon 7" 

"Never tn the world. I can't Imagine 
how the thing got here. Mr. Cleek. I 
never laid eyes on it before In all 
my life." 

•To be aure* It wouldn't be observ- 
able among all these stiver things, 
unleaa — .you were looking for some- 
thing of the sort. I wear Thle inno- 
cent little agMcle— which you will ob- 
serve. Sir pHW la slightly discol- 
ored by the action of heat on the bot- 
tom and about the base — Is th* re- 
ceptacle from which arose the com- 
ponent parts of young Roger Star- 
bolt'* deceptive 'Black Cloth!" 

••Cleek' Dear chap' My hat " 

"Just ao. Mr. Nark ,ro— put it on: 
if* time for us to be going I am 
very anxious to have a look at ihia 
Mr. Roger Starbolt and also to have 
a word or two with Mr. Avery Mace, 
If Sir Purdon will do as the honor 
of 1nvltln% us to accompany htm to 
hla home." 


Judged by the 


"Ho noise, yon blackguard ; there's sickness here. 


on 'he day be lore i announced that 
fact when 1 returned home at night 
Well, to make n loijj; story short, Mr 
> "leek. Starbolt went up and got the 
necessary silverware from slock for 
F*i»e mien and the ciptjin. having no 
lime to spare, look hi* departure at 
once, my son and t seeing him as 
far an Ihe door and leaving Feseen- 
dea. sitting in the office walun;. 
while " 

"A moment, a moment — ple*s*' And 
where was th* ring daring ell this 
time*" 

"tn my pocket, and mv left hand 
shut tightly round it It was In the 
same position after the captain had 
taken his departure n was in the 
same position titer Kessenden had re. 
celved the artltles and gone— in fact, 
it never left that position until 1 put 
It Into Rtarbolt's prsseealnn with mi- 
own hand and my son and I said 
gnod-by to him and started on our 
journey home." 

"At what time was that" fir don't 
you know exact lyr' 

"I do. Ti waa a quarter pasi three 
o'clock I remember (nuking ai my 
watch and remarking that, a* the 
night watchman comes on at seven. 
Avery would in alt probability be 
back before the man put in an ap- 
pearance: and 1 remember too. Star- 
bolt replying I'll he reany and wait- 
ing for him. sir It's not much of a 
job after all." Then my eon and I 
closed ihe door behind — it fastens 
with a spring lock. Mr. Cleek — and the 
laat I saw of that priceless ring, Star- 
bolt was holding It between the thumb 
and forefinger of each hand and look- 
ing down at It with admiring inter- 
est." 

"I see And what waa the excuse 
given for its vanishment when your 
son returned as he had promised"' 

"3fy eon did not return- Mr. Cleek 
—he did not keep that premise at 
all." 

"What* that- What's that- Man 
alive, you don't surely mean that he 
—your eon—" 

"Oh, no! Oh. no. Mr. Cleek' Don't 
misunderstand, don't lake that false 
view of the matter— please My son 

has had nothing to do with th 


todian until the morning But Ave 
inrnutr 1 * be fere Avery rang me up. 
Mr Cleek. 1 had received another and 
more horrifying vail.* The night 
watchman, going on dul>, had arrived 
at thr establishment to find ihe street 
door ajar, the place showing evidence 
of somebody having carried a bur- 
nishing wheel Into my private office, 
he telephoned, but no living person 
upon the premise* from the bottom 
floor to the top " 

"By Jupit»r! Then both Siarbolt 
and the ring had gon*"*" 

"Absolutely There was nothing to 
tell at the time whyeor when he left 
nor to whai place he had gone But 
at t*n o'clock laat night he wa* 
found — bludgeoned half to death — 
within n stone's throw of my residence 
at Bickley, qulie unconscious, with 
his pockets turned inside out and not 
a thing of any value upon him." 

"Oho"' said rieek. with a strong ru- 
ing inflection "At Blckley, eh?— and 
close to your house' Then — on the 
evidence of Chat unfastened door 
which the watchman found when he 
arrived — I fancy It will be safe to 
assert thai something of such great 
Importance transpired while the floor 
chap was atone in your office that It 
nearly drove him off his head and ne 
was rushing to you with the inri 
when he was set upon and maltreated 
You had him carried Indoors. I pre- 
sume. Mr Purdon-" 

•Certainly. As our targe house 
party left us with no vacant room at 
our disposal, nothing remained but to 
turn Fessenden out of his, send him 
to lodging* to sleep and to carry paor 
Starbolt in there and send for hi* 
mother to com* and flu the post or 
nur*e to Mm. All. night long he lay 
unconscioua. with my own doctor 
working over htm,- and my son and 
I in «nd oui a dozen times In the 
wild hop* that he might ham* re- 
covered and be able to tail its some- 
thing of the whereabout* of ihe miss- 
ing rang At five o'clock this morn- 
ing he opened his eyea for the flr*t 
time: a flickering gleam of reason re- 
turned—for a ahort. for a very short 
time— and he was able to apeak again 


tions. If you will kindly ring for the 
limousine I'd like to run round to Sir 
Purdon's office and poke about* a bit, 
for, if this blundering are of a thief 
scalers his 'trail' shout so recklessly 
as he has done in at least one In- 
stance. It I* lust poeslbl* that he has 
left a bit of it there " 

Apparently, he had For. when the 
brief journey in th* limousine cam* lo 
an end ead. Sir Purdon, escorting 
them between lines of gloomy-faced 
clerks keeping guard over cases fill- 
ed with gems and gold, led them inlo 
the glass -partitioned in closure which 
constituted hit private office, Cleek 
merely gave one or two sniffs at thr 
air. then slapped hi* thigh and— 
laughed 

"Of all the idiot*"' he rapped out. 
with a lurch of the shoulders- "Why, 
th* las hasn't had bralna enough to 
pull Jown the top sash of that win- 
dow there and let th* odor out"* 

"Odor, old chap?" 

But Cleek made no reply His sharp- 
seeing eye* had gone on flicking 
glances all round the room— at the 
floor, the furniture, the calling, the 
walls — but of a sudden they had come 
to a rest, and Mr Nsrkom. turning 
to Icok at him when he received no 
reply to his question, " w tn,t he was 
atarin.- straight *' * collection of 
rather battered cream Jugs, silver tea- 
sots and sugar basins standing on the 
top of an Iron safe, and thai the curi- 
ous one-sided smli* was traveling up 
hi- cheek. 

•Tell m*. Sir Pur. 
looking round abruptly, 
you or your son «' 
here*"' 

•Ever 'eke. * • * Oh. I aee what 
you mean' TIks* lugs snd teapots. 
But thev srr not here for Use, Mr. 
Cleek. Th' y are samples of damaged 
plat* sent to for repair." 

"Just so 1 fancied a* much You'd 
hardly h* UMy to use so many tea- 
pots. Of courae For repair, ah? Mend 
tlnwsre ** well as -llw. Sir Pur- 
don r 

•Tinware. Mr. Cleek* What a ridic- 
ulous— Ahem' Tlnwsre did you say 
"Yea Tiile sort of thing," replied 


asked 
"doe* 


standard of the 
manly-looking 
Cleek found the son a decided 
disappointment Mr Avery Mace was 
that exact type of "goody-goody" 
young man which he most disliked. 
He was thin, be was ansemlc. he was 
lantern Jawed and tank haired: ha 
waa everj-thlns that the son of hla 
father ought not to be: and Cleek, 
comparing into with Fessenden — 
whose personality Interested him im- 
mensely. It One might Judge from ap- 
pearances, nhen ha flrst beheld him 
—decided thai the Lytler waa far and 
awsy the better luok.ng and more 
gent lems ntike man of the two, . 

'This Is a melancholy business. In- 
deed. Mr Cleek." said young Mate, 
acknowledging the introduction with a 
simple nod. 

"Don't let It worry you. my dear air 
The ting win be recovered. I promise 
you Also It will expedite that recov- 
ery If you will kindly answer a ques- 
tion or two." 

"I - My dear sir' I object to that 
remark Tou don't suppose thai any- 
thing I could say would have any 
bearing upon this abominable theft? 

Good heavens, pater " 

"Don't be ao quick to take offense. 
Avery." interposed Sir Purdon "Mr. 
Cleek and I have been discussing the 
matter on the way, and he merely 
wishes lo ask you a quite reasonable 
question. It I* about your keys — to 
the establishment, you know. He 
think* — and correctly— that as you 
expected to spend the evening at 
Lady Plans'* and would, naturally be 
wearing your evening rlothes, that a 

bunch of keys^ " 

"Pardon me. pater, huf I fancy I 
know what a gentleman may or may 
not do under such drcumatancesv 
without any bin'* from Scotland Yard, 
mv dear sir." turning to Cleek. "I 
am sorry lo spoil any of your pre- 
conceived notions of what Is admis- 
sible with evening clothes, but it hap 
pens that T did carry 
keys with me last night No doubt 
Sir Purdon ha* told you that tt waa 
my intention to call at the office and 
get the ring from Starbolt, snd as it 
Is not our custom to leave the street 
door unlocked, and I certainly bad 
no notion of standing on the pave- 
ment knocking tor admission and 
waiting, tike a servant, for the fel- 
low to 1st me in. the keys were, of 
course, a necessity" 

"One key cerialnly. Mr Mace, bul 
not the bunch I waa wondering if 
you might noi have detached that 
psrtlculsr key from the ring snd l*fr 
the rest behind." 

"Oh' I see what you mean No— I 
didn't. 1 had a lesson on that point once 
upon a time, when I took my letch-, 
key off ihe bunch and left the others 
behind — and th* wretched things 
didn't turn up for day* snd days aft- 
erward" 

"Ah!" said fleek. very mltdiy — end 
smiled "So that, naturally, profiting 
by that you have never done the same 
ihlng again. ehT* 

">'o — certainly not In fact, I 
couldn't if t tried I had the spill ring 
aotdered so that I couldn*'— even by 
mistake An > thing more lhat you care 
to esk7" 

"Nothing, thank you You have sim- 
plified the matter a great deal. Mr 
Mace, and now. If Sir Purdon will b* 
SO kind. 1 think I'd lik* to go up and 
have ■ look at young; Starb"lt snd — 
Er— butler"' 

"Yes. sir"" replied Fessenden, an- 
swering th* call and coming fleetly 
forward 

"t should like to go up and see ihe 
injured young man. but 1 am told thst 
hi* mother Is with him Jusl run up 
ahead wilt you and prepare her for 
our coming, ao we shan't drop In on 
her at an awkward moment," 

"Very good, sir," said Fessenden. 
and vanished like a well-trained 
shadow, and. t minute later. Cleek 
and Sir Purdon and Mr Narkom. fol- 
lowing his lead, went Indoors and up- 
stairs and into the modest little room 
on Ihe top floor which onee had b«n 
Fessenden's quarters bul nt w nave 
haven to a sorrowing woman and her 
stricken son. 

Cleek wa* th* last of the three to 
enler Pausing on the threshold — with 
Fessenden standing aside and holding 
the door open for him to pass in— 
he looked, with narrowing eyes and 
puckered lips ar the touching spec- 
tacle bef'?r* him, and then, as if car- 
ried out of himself, gave tongue to 
hts thoughts. 

'•Who found him*"' 
"I did. sir It was my evening off 
Beg pardon" Y»s. verv rough on him. 
sir— very indeed Rough on me. too. 
for the matter of that — having to turn 
out of my comfortable quarters and 
go Inlo lodgings outside. But. of 
course, there was nothing for It hut 
that Ten guest? and not a room va- 
cant In the whole house." 

Well there Is now That Captain 
What's-hls-Name's They could put 
him in there Suppose 1 suggest tt to 
Sir Purdon - ? Like to get bsck to your 
own quarters, wouldn't you. ehT" 

Fessenden's whole face In up and 
hts eyes fairly shone. 
"Wouldn't I— Just '" he replied 
Cleek didn't answer Other things 
were claiming his attention for the 
moment. Hi* eyes roving, as waa their 
custom, all around the room had. but 
a moment before, settled In momen- 
tary interest upon a section of candle 
— clesn cut as with a knife blade and 
showing clearly that tt had never 
been lighted — which stood on the cor- 
ner of a wooden waahatattd. But now 
they had dropped their gase to the 
floor and were fixed Intently upon a 
point where the worn carpet ran flush 
with th* fender rail In from of the 
fireplace and showed by Its wrinkled 
condition and Its loose edge thst the 
It. 

noticing that fixed 
stare, not understanding the cause of 
his silence— unwise through sheer ig- 
norance of the 


aot 


fancied that what h* S3 ,d had 
h*en heard, and — rep* a te<l ,t 

"I should be rery graieful tf yon 
would. he went on. lowering hi* 
voice and speaking from the corner 
of hi, mouth. "Look here. mat*, if a 
nver would be of any us* to you— - 
And got no farther- For. of a Hid- 
den, the door was plucked from his 
gra.p and closed, Cteek had swung 
round and pounced on him. and 
crowded him into a corner and— th- 
handcuff* were on him before he knew 
It So that by the time Sir Purdon and 
Mr. Narkom— startled by the sound- 
could look round to ascertain who- 
was happening, it had happened, and 
wa* over and don* fot , and there was 
Fessenden leaning against the wall in 
an abarlute collapse — whit* as a dead 
man; shauing like a palsied on-— wnh 
a hand of steel on each wcisr and * 
length of glittering chain between: 
and there «as t icvk— with his nagert 
bunched under the fellow's chin. Jib- 
bing him back against the wall' with 
a first -class strangle hold, and Si virg- 
in a low, stinging voice 

"No noise, you blackguard Oh. I've 
been on the track of you from the 
flrst. Fessenden. but t never su*p*,-t- 
ed that you'd turn out to be that fel- 
[ow — lever for an instant, until I 
came h*r« and saw you on the lawn 
It was Sir Purdon Mace's butter I warn 
after, not that hlgh-roltins bounder 
who puts up th* money for the dia- 
mond* and Ihe dresses of the Scarlet 
Woman who run* that wrond»rful 
whtte-vetvet-tlned limousine"' 

"Good h*av*n above. Mr. Cleek " 

"Not to he mentioned In this chap e 
presence. Sir Purdon — he belongs to 
Ihe on* down below. But be won't get 
any money from the sat* of that ring 
to help him a hit faster on bia wgv 
to If. I assure you' H* might h«v» 
done so, hut for still enorher blunder 
thai he made; h ul for the present- 
Mr Narkom!' 

"Yes. old Chap*" 

"Nip over ther* m the ftreplac* Th* 
carpet's been pulled up, and he's had 
no chance since poor Stirbolt waa car- 
ried In her* to tack It down again If 
there's a loose hoard or hole Just 
under th* hearthstone. \fn likely th* 
thing will he there Bu' tf It Isn't— "' 
He fac*d round upon Fessenden 
again as If about to say more, but was 
prevented from doing so by an out- 
burst on the superintendent's part. 
Running, at the first suggestion, in 
the fireplace and dropping on hi* 
knees befor. |,. he had jerked bsrk 
the unfasrenen carpet, found a loose 
board, pulled tf up. and Incontinently 
cheered. 

"It's here' It s h*r*"' he eri*d. ex- 
cltedly— end rose as h» spoke, advanc 
ing toward Fir Purdon with his hand 
outstretched and a flashing, flaming, 
glittering splendor lying on the palm 
of it 

The ring* Thank God* It la, it Is the 
ring. Mr Cleek! r>o you s»* - Do vott 
eee*" 

"Not ye» — I haven't time I've oth*r 
fish to rry," he gave back "Door, 
please. Mr Narkom Look srtsrp' i^et'a 
get this article off our hands as soon 
as possible Now then. Mont* Crist o— 
mv hunch of j this way, pl*as*. Com* along!'* And 
swung Fessenden half on* his f»*r and 
over th* threshold and was nn his 
way downstairs with him before vou 
rould say Jack Robinson 

*•*••.. 


"My dear Plr Purdon, what utter 
nonsense' Why, the thing was el plain 
aa th* nose on your face from the 
very beginning." said Cleek ■* he 
lounged back in bis chMr under the 
big elm tre*, with a clBtrntt* be- 
tween his finger*, a "comforts hie" 
check in his pocket and the tir^t 
shadows of coming dusk over and 
about him "How could I possibly help 
suspecting ynur butter when vou op*t.- 
!y told me In the first Ave minute* of 
our acquaintance about that ahsurd 
excuse he gave for calling In person 
at your offlce yraterday for the forks 
and spoon*- — and you with a lelc- 
phon* In your house* 1 grant ynq that 
th*re was a certain amount of low 
cunning in his method of overcoming 
poor Starbolt and getting hold of the 
ring, but think how the idiot blunder- 
ed i»fterward— n*v»r opening a win- 
dow to air th* place and never taking 
that flour dredger aw*y when It had 
don* its work Pardon, Mr, Narkom-' 
What wa, his method" Oh. an old 
trtrk of th* days -a hen Crime «ns 
more a business than an art— cyan- 
ide of mercury and a htr of candle, 
'timed' by its length, to burn until a. 
certain period belor* It reached th* 
Cyanide and tna-t* ir throw off >m suf- 
focating fumes A hox or a jar with 
a perforated ltd is the usual mm,,,,) 
of doing th* thing, because. b-ing 
closed, it reveal* nothing of th* pres- 
ence of the burnlnj*' candle end. while 
the performs t ion* in ih* lid eery* th* 
double purpose of admitting ih* air 
which Is n*c****ry to the procre* of 
combustion and allowing ih* tum.'i 
to pour out » h«n in- twm. Anally 
Ignites the cyjnide J thmk there ,„„ 
be no doubt that F.issenden placed Hie 
thing among the *i!v*r on top of the 
safe and lit ihe hit of cjndl* dun ti- 
the briel period u hen fpir Purd .n and 
his son •* *re 4' the door o**'ng th* 
captain off and the fellow wa* in th> 
ofhee elone Also th*r when tli- tv itr 
f dtp,- |,,i u'hhh the rrftng ,.- ■,-■•] 
ict. ha was on h,and*: th.it he I--: 
htmsetf in wiih a kev— duple a '**i tone 
ago lor th* purpose from Ihe r- |rj 
Mr Aveiy Mares tost bunch ; i 
*d Ih* ring from poor Starboli'- h.md 
while he was lying unconscious an-' 
put off for &i, kley as fast a* h. 
travel No doubt he realized ir-.tr S'.t 
bolt, when he revived, would rush ' 
Sir Purdon with rb* (errlfyms, ui ¥ I 
and aa the man could not " b*- cer'gtn 
th*! the poor chap had ni,t , * 

gllmps* of him before he tu, ,';»'"■ 

entirely, he went out and lay in wi ' 
for him — lo finish him off opmpleti | 

It was a case of being hoist with hi* 
own petard.' for when siarboli wai 
put Into his room and be lurned >> ,- 
to be lodged elsewhere, why th*t ti l 
for him. He couldn't get in to get i, 
the ring or to lack down the i,irp,r 
with Starbolt s mother ih*r* day at. i 
night, and there wa* th* other *ud 
of the cut candl* — and ih* lo s* c.c 
pet— and all the rest of It and he nm 
ply bound band and foot by hts own 
tolly. 

' I was never for an instant tn doubt 
of Sir Purdon's butler belag th* thief 
Mr Narkom. although I freely confess 
that I couldn't faihom the reason f > 
the thefl — the need of a man in im- 
position for a sum of money so g rea- 
ls the sal* of those historic stone* 
would produce But when I earn* here 
and saw the fellow and recognised in , 
him the man of whom t told you this ] 
morning— you remember: the fool I 1 
mentioned as ruining himself for tha- 
woman with the wonderful diamonds 
and the magnificent limousine — I un- 
derstood th* whole game at one* She 
is so palpably what she la. my friend 
that we need no longer wonder whi 
Lady Flatis Hampshire spoke to het 
in the Embankment Qsrdena -h 
morning nor why h»r ladyship cam- 
to be in that particular place.. I think 
that what Sir Purdon has told us re- 
garding h#r 'rescue' work explain) 
everything At any rate, whether there 
is or Is not * doubt of her being in 
her proper place on 
there Is none what 
King Charles 



